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Courage to Care Victoria

In the brutal years of the Nazi occupation during the Second World War, 
the Jews of Europe were particularly singled out for annihilation. Anyone 
trying to help them was likely to suffer the same fate. Yet there were 
non-Jews who risked their lives and the lives of their families to provide 
assistance. The motivations for their actions were various, but as often as 
not, at the core was a sense of common humanity.

Compiled and edited by renowned Melbourne editor of memoir, Julie 
Meadows, the Courage to Care Anthologies document 50 varied and 
compelling stories of survival and courage. Many of these survivors were 
children at the time, and now, more than 70 years later, they have chosen 
to share their stories to pay tribute to those who helped them survive. 

To follow are short summaries of each of these incredible stories. To read 
the stories in full, you can find details of the Courage to Care anthologies 
on the Courage to Care website.
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MY SECOND MOTHER
By Gilah Leder
Netherlands (Holland)

Gilah Leder was born to a young Jewish Dutch couple 
shortly after the Nazis invaded the Netherlands in 1941. 
Gilah’s parents knew they were in danger and feared for 
their baby daughter. Her mother soon came to the heart-
breaking realisation that in order to save her baby she 
had to hide Gilah under the protection of another family. 
Gilah’s story of survival saw her placed on a farm with a 
large, loving Catholic family, Upstanders who kept her safe 
until the end of the war. 

MAY YOU LIVE IN INTERESTING TIMES 
By Jack Leder
Austria and Belgium

His surname translates to ‘Leather’ in German, so it was 
appropriate that Jack Leder’s family had a successful leather 
business in Vienna that offered them a pleasant middle-class 
life for many years. After the Nazis invaded Austria and the 
family suffered through months of harassment, they fled 
Vienna hoping to make it to safety in England. On their journey 
through Belgium they were helped by upstanding strangers 
who hid them, provided information or offered protection in 
many forms. 

HANECZKA 
By Anne Irons
Poland

Born one year after World War II had begun, Anne Irons 
never knew her father, who had been conscripted into the 
Polish army and never returned. After escaping the Grodno 
Ghetto Anne was sent to safety, to be fostered by a childless 
farming couple while her mother struggled to stay alive under 
a forged identity. After the war had ended, Anne’s mother 
sought her daughter and when they were eventually reunited 
she found a child who did not remember her and just wanted to 
continue living with her loving foster family. 
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THE KINDNESS OF STRANGERS
By Anne Gouttman
Poland

Anne Gouttman often wonders how one could possibly hide 
even a small child in a rucksack for any meaningful period of 
time. Yet this was Anne’s own story of survival at the age of 
three, when she was successfully smuggled out of the Podgorze 
ghetto to safety. Her new identity saw her passing successfully 
as a Catholic, and she loved her foster mother and forgot her 
former life. When her mother returned after the war, Anne 
struggled to readjust, especially on learning at nine years old 
that she was Jewish.  

THE CHAMPIONS OF MY CHILDHOOD
By Naomi Goldrei
Poland

Naomi Goldrei shared a birthday with Adolf Hitler, and the 
irony of this coincidence was not lost on her family. Naomi’s 
family were warned to escape Sosnowiec and move to the 
countryside in order to be as inconspicuous as possible. 
Nevertheless, she and her grandmother ended up in the ghetto 
of their town. After a few days her nanny turned up, claiming 
the child as her own and taking her to a farm where she lived 
throughout the war. This is a story of fierce love between a 
small girl and an older couple and, in spite of the war, an idyllic 
though dangerous time for them all. 

JUST THINK IT NEVER HAPPENED
By Paulette Goldberg 
France

Paulette and her older sister, aged three and nine, with 
forged identity papers provided by the Jewish Underground, 
were sent from farm to farm across France. This is a story of 
hardship and constant difficulty until they found the last person 
who gave them all the love and shelter they craved until the 
war ended.
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HEDY’S STORY
By Vivian Weldon
Austria

Hedy, a middle-class Jewish girl from Vienna, went on a 
working holiday to Italy where she met and married a young 
Catholic. Their son, Gabriel, was born in 1939. By 1943 Jews 
were being deported and a failed escape led to the family’s 
capture. Imprisoned, Hedy took an extraordinary decision, 
claiming her 4-year-old son was seriously ill. She whispered 
to a doctor to save her child and he claimed that the boy had 
appendicitis. At the nearby hospital his normal appendix had to 
be removed. Resistance fighters subsequently smuggled him out 
of the hospital in a knapsack, moved him from house to house 
to the safe haven of his grandparents in the mountains where 
he survived till the end of the war. Hedy was transported to 
Auschwitz but also survived and the family were reunited after 
the war. 

MEMORIES MAKE US WHO WE ARE
By Peter Gaspar
Czechoslovakia

Born in Bratislava into a prosperous, well-regarded Jewish 
family, Peter Gaspar spoke three languages as a child. When he 
was aged 2, the Nazis invaded Czechoslovakia and Peter’s family 
experienced the harassment and persecution that had already 
befallen the Jews of Germany and Austria. The family did all 
they could to escape the Nazis, even converting to Christianity, 
and ultimately relying on the courage of Upstanders for their 
survival.  When Peter fell ill during the depths of winter, it 
became too hard, too cold and too scary; they gave up and 
handed themselves over to local police.
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MAY THEIR MEMORY BE A BLESSING
By Danielle Charak 
Belgium

Danielle Charak knew not to tell anyone that she was 
Jewish but she was too young to understand the terrifying 
reasons why. When the Nazis marched into Belgium in 1940, 
Danielle’s parents chose to defy the Nazi edict for all Jews to 
wear the yellow star. The family hid, but precariously, so they 
arranged for their two daughters to be cared for by non-Jews. 
Danielle was lucky to be taken in by a famous musicologist 
and his family. Although she was  a dark-haired child living in 
this family of fair people, her host’s reputation and seeming 
geniality to the Nazis who visited kept her safe until the 
war’s end 

SIX MOVES
By Floris Kalman
Belgium

Floris Kalman was eight years old when she went into hiding 
for two and a half years, living in six different places over this 
period. She was frightened, confused and miserable and, fifty 
years later, the trauma remains. She recognises that her family 
was lucky to have survived when so many others did not. 
She is also astounded by the decisions made by her parents 
to separate from the children to give each of them a chance 
at survival. The alternate consequences are too terrifying 
to contemplate. 

THE BOY WITH THE BROWN EYES
By Harry Better 
Poland

Harry Better was just five years old when WWII began. As 
the Germans invaded Poland the family split up, with his father 
fleeing to Russia and Harry with his siblings and mother placed 
in the ghetto. She was able to smuggle Harry out and he was 
then hidden by local farmers, a Catholic couple who cared well 
for him, although he had to pretend he was mute. After the 
war they sent him to a Jewish orphanage hoping that family 
might find him, though, they made it clear that if he remained 
unclaimed they would be happy to adopt him. These saviours 
became his and his family’s trusted friends for life.
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A YOUNG BOY IN BUDAPEST
By Peter Barta 
Hungary

Peter Barta was born in Budapest in 1936 in a small 
apartment in a large block of flats amicably co-inhabited by 
many Jews and their Christian neighbours. Even before the 
Nazis arrived in Budapest, however, members of the fascist 
Hungarian group the Arrow Cross were murdering Jews, and 
trouble loomed. Peter’s family knew that things were getting 
dangerous and all choices were risky, either to stay or to try 
and leave. Thanks to a kind and brave neighbour, Peter lives to 
tell a remarkable tale of struggle and survival. 

SAVED TWICE – PARIS AND MELBOURNE
By Jacqueline Shadur
France

Jacqueline was seven years old in 1940 when the Germans 
invaded Paris, where she lived with her eleven-year-old sister 
and mother. The Germans began to round up all the Jews and 
one day her mother was taken away in a raid, never again 
to be seen by Jacqueline. Despite knowing the punishment 
awaiting anyone found harbouring a Jewish child, her 
compassionate and courageous neighbours bravely took the 
sisters in after their mother’s disappearance, and protected 
them from the atrocities that tragically befell the rest of their 
family. 

MAY A PEACEFUL SUN SHINE ON OUR GRANDCHILDREN
By Ida Shvarts
Ukraine

Ida was an only child, living with her hard-working parents, 
grandmother, aunt and cousin in a town on the banks of 
the Dniester River. Life was already tough and Ida was a 
sickly child. On a hot summer’s day in June 1941, everything 
suddenly collapsed when the Nazis attacked. Ida’s family 
were transported into a Jewish ghetto and survived on the 
generosity of strangers who smuggled food to them. After 
being saved from going to Pechora concentration camp, the 
family hid in a damp cellar until they were freed by the Red 
Army in 1944. 
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TWO CHILDREN ON A TRAIN
By Sonia Kempler
Germany and Belgium

Nine-year-old Sonia Kempler sat huddled and terrified with 
her family in their Leipzig apartment as the commotion and 
destruction of Krystallnacht raged on the streets outside. That 
same nine-year old was soon forced to bravely navigate a long, 
lonely and dangerous train journey to survival, responsible also 
for the safety of her baby brother as they escaped to Antwerp 
without the necessary papers. Her education cut short, danger 
around every corner, Sonia lived to tell this remarkable tale 
thanks to the kindness of some Belgian Upstanders. 

MY GUARDIAN ANGELS
By Harry Philips
Netherlands (Holland)

Harry Philips and his brothers did well to escape a raid 
in October 1942 that would have transported them to a 
Nazi labour camp. Thanks to a warning from a non-Jewish 
friend, Harry awoke his brothers, they climbed the back 
fence, ran through a neighbouring property and fled their 
village. After laying low for a few weeks at a farm owned 
by a family friend, they continued to run from one hiding 
place to another. While many courageous strangers helped 
them along the way despite the inherent danger, Harry was 
the only survivor of his whole family. 

THE GIRL WHO MADE THE HORSES SMILE
By Maria Censor 
Poland

Maria Censor was a Jewish girl born to a wealthy family who 
lost almost everything and everyone that she loved by the age 
of fourteen. She survived the five long years of brutal Nazi 
occupation of Poland through a combination of luck, sharp 
intelligence and a remarkable capacity to adapt to whatever 
circumstances she found herself in. Some of the people around 
her knew she was Jewish, some did not, and others chose not 
to know. 
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THE PIGEON COOP
By Charlie Teperman
Poland

When the Germans began rounding up women and children, 
Rachel Teperman took her young son Charlie to the Resistance 
for them to hide him away from danger. Later, her husband 
organised with the Resistance for her to travel to the village he 
was hiding in. After hearing rumours that Germany was about 
to begin bombing raids in the area, they found themselves 
hiding in a pigeon coop for the next two years, holding on to 
the hope that they would eventually reunite with their son.   

MORE THAN ONE LIFE
By Rachel Amit
Czechoslovakia

Rachel Amit describes her early life in an observant 
Jewish home as tranquil, carefree and loving. Neighbouring 
Jews and Christians had gotten along in a cordial and 
peaceful manner. In 1939, everything changed dramatically. 
Home was no longer safe and Rachel, aged eleven, could 
no longer go to school. After hiding in a bunker and later 
reuniting with her family in a ghetto, Rachel’s family was 
sent to Auschwitz and was again separated. Remarkably, 
she survived Auschwitz, being granted an unlikely, 
privileged role as a maid to a camp guard. 

THE RIFKA NORMAN STORY
By Rae Mandelbaum
Lithuania

When the Germans attacked Russia in 1941, Rifka 
Norman’s (Rae Mandlebaum) parents knew that they 
needed to pack their things and escape with their children. 
But when it came time to leave, Rifka’s legs seized up in 
what she describes as an ‘hysterical paralysis’. So Rifka 
and her parents stayed behind while her older sister, 
Genia, escaped. Rifka ended up alone in a series of back-
breaking labour camps. She was moved through a number 
of different camps ending up in Bergen Belsen, barely 
surviving till liberation. 
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LOVE, THE CONQUEROR
By Helen Leperere
Poland

For a story beleaguered by horror, cruelty and extreme 
hardship, this tale is unexpectedly also a love story of a young 
Jewish girl in a slave labour camp, traumatised and shocked 
by her separation from her family. She exchanged her clean 
clothing for lifesaving food, but it was not until she met Pola 
that she really started to learn how to survive. A lifelong 
friendship had begun, and the interest of some handsome 
Allied prisoners of war kept their spirits intact. 

MEISTER NOAK, A DECENT MAN IN HELL
By Moshe Robin
Poland

Moshe Robin was the eldest of ten children, living a 
reasonably prosperous life with his family in Sosnowiec. A 
good student, he was excited to have been accepted into 
a commercial high school in September 1939. Those plans 
crumbled when the Gestapo set up a special department to 
‘look after’ the Jews in their town. Despite horrific treatment, 
Moshe and his brother worked in a German factory which 
protected them from deportation for a while. Before long, 
he suffered a similar fate to many Polish Jews, ending up at 
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, yet the decency of one 
man helped Moshe survive.  

SAVED BY A MIRACLE
By Hannah Sweetman
Germany

Imagine that your parents needed to travel to a new country 
just before you were born just so that you would be entitled 
to the alternate passport which might save your life. Hannah 
Sweetman and her family narrowly escaped the clutches of 
Hitler, thanks in no small part to the cunning and bravery of 
a British MI6 spy based in Berlin, who ended up performing 
this ‘miracle’ for ten thousand Jews at great personal risk 
and danger. 
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AN UNLIKELY SAINT
By Henry Ekert
Poland

Henry Ekert was born in 1936 in a Polish town whose 
population was one-quarter Jewish. After the Germans 
broke their non-aggression pact with the Soviet Union and 
invaded Poland, Henry and his parents were smuggled 
out of their ghetto with false papers. Following a series of 
unfortunate events, the family were saved by a complete 
stranger who came to realise that ‘Jews were not alien 
creatures’. This story combines the horrors of the Holocaust 
with the strength and courage of one man.  

FOUR CHILDREN AND THEIR MOTHER
By Galina Baboukh
Ukraine

Despite the horrors and trauma that Galina Baboukh has 
withstood, she resolves that ‘the world is not without kind 
people’. Galina and her family had many kind and generous 
people to thank for their survival as they travelled many 
miles through Kazakhstan to escape the Germans. After the 
Nazis were defeated in Moscow the family was able to locate 
other surviving relatives and travel to Uzbekistan, courtesy of 
their own courage, a certain amount of luck, and the brave 
Upstanders who helped them along the way.    

THE YOUNG GERMAN SOLDIER
By Rosa Oshlack
Romania

Rosa Oshlack recalls her happy early years with a family 
who earned a decent living, residing in the Jewish quarter 
of their Romanian town surrounded by family and friends. 
The Nazi invasion saw the confiscation of Jewish property, 
all Jews were forced to wear the yellow star, and Rosa was 
expelled from school simply for being Jewish. Fortunately, 
Rosa’s family found refuge with some other Jewish families 
in the home of a non-Jewish communist. Life was still 
very difficult but they were able to survive through luck, 
the devotion of their mother and the kindness of some 
upstanding strangers. 
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THE CONCIERGE, THE HERMIT AND THE BUTCHER’S WIFE
By Paul Grinwald
France

When the Germans marched into Paris life changed 
dramatically for Paul Grinwald and his family. Among the 
severe acts of violence and discrimination, Paul, an avid reader, 
recalls feeling particularly aggrieved by not being allowed 
to enter his local library because he was Jewish. To escape 
the Nazi raiders, Paul and his family were hidden in a cellar 
by their concierge, avoiding the round-up in Paris in 1942. 
Subsequently, having got through to Vichy, France with the 
unlikely help of a hermit, they were still in danger. Further help 
came from a butcher’s wife and, as result of the bravery of 
each of these and other Upstanders, Paul’s immediate family 
all survived while many of his extended family did not.  

A GHETTO IN THE CUPBOARD
By Ekaterina Danova
Crimea

In 1941 when the German army entered the Crimean town 
in which Ekaterina lived, Jews were shot dead on the spot 
if they appeared in public without wearing the compulsory 
yellow star. Ekaterina recounts being merely four steps from 
her death in a mass grave when her mother pushed her into 
the crowd. A woman grabbed Ekaterina and smuggled her 
quickly into a house. Despite the clear dangers to anyone 
seen to be hiding or helping a Jew, this woman kept Ekaterina 
hidden in a cupboard for the next two and a half years. With 
her whole family having perished she became a cherished 
member of the family who had saved her. 
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MEMORIES FROM A FOREIGN COUNTRY
By Danny Kahan
Poland

Danny Kahan’s first clear memory is of his father being 
taken away to Belzec. He never returned. It was 1940 in 
Krakow, Poland when four-year-old Danny’s mother, a famous 
translator of books from Polish to other languages, was able to 
give Danny’s care over to two nieces of a renowned poetess. 
For a number of years he was hidden in the roof space of their 
elegant apartment where he remained during daylight hours, 
able to come down in the evenings to be fed and comforted. 
When life became more dangerous he was reunited with his 
mother in the countryside. The building in which they were 
hiding was bombed but over many days they were able to 
dig themselves out. Emerging half dead, they found that the 
liberating Russians had arrived.

I WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD WHEN I FOUND MY MOTHER
By Freda Wald
Poland

Freda’s mother, knowing that her three-year-old daughter 
would otherwise not survive, left her in the care of a poor, 
ignorant Catholic mother and her two children. They were 
not kind and she was forced to leave the flat at dawn to 
wander the streets or else was locked in a cupboard for fear 
of her being discovered. She was beaten and lived in squalor 
with rats, filth and mouldy food. Despite their cruelty they 
never betrayed her and she always remembered that they 
had offered her the gift of life. After the war this eight-year-
old girl found her mother who had been in labour camps and 
was reunited.

TELL IT TO THE SQUIRRELS 
By Judy Kolt
Poland

Life changed dramatically for Judy Kolt when the Nazis 
invaded Poland in 1939. Her family owned a timber mill in Iska, 
30 kilometres from Lodz, and her childhood memories were 
magical but short-lived. Judy’s miraculous story of survival 
recounts the immense bravery of some inspiring Upstanders: 
a courageous peasant woman, an extraordinary nun, and her 
older sister Tosia, all put their own lives at great risk so that 
Judy was able to survive the horrors of the war.
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A MULTIPLICITY OF LIVES
By Yola Klempfner
Poland

Yola’s family moved from her birthplace Lodz to Warsaw 
in October 1940 after the Germans marched into Poland. 
However, their relocation to the Warsaw Ghetto posed deadly 
new threats; starvation and disease were commonplace and 
Yola’s father soon contracted typhus. To ensure Yola’s safety, 
her parents faced the heartbreaking decision to separate 
from their children. This is an incredible story of bravery and 
survival, as Yola confronted many dangerous obstacles along 
her desperate journey.

THE DEATH OF A SHTETL 
By George Oshlack
Poland

George Oshlack was born in the small Polish village of 
Zelechow, a shtetl, with a total Jewish population of 6,000. Life 
in the quiet village changed dramatically in September 1939 
when the Nazis invaded, maliciously shooting Jews, burning 
synagogues and confiscating Jewish properties. 14-year-
old George and his older brother leapt from a moving train, 
destined for Auschwitz, escaping into the forest. They were 
hidden by a loving Polish couple for a few weeks till they 
recovered but could not stay without endangering others. 
After many months enduring the freezing winter and near 
starvation, they were able to join the Jewish partisans. George 
was given a gun at the age of 16 thus becoming a fully-fledged 
member of this fearless group of Resistance fighters. 

AS SHADOWS THAT FLICKER BENEATH A DARKENING SKY 
By Helen Gelb
Poland

Born in 1937, Helen has only two childhood memories. 
The first is her hiding in a field with her mother; the 
other is bearing witness to uniformed men raiding her 
home as she plays on the balcony. Helen recalls no other 
children in her life, no laughter, and a sense of always 
being alone. Helen’s amazing story takes a remarkable 
twist as a German soldier falls in love with her mother with 
unexpected, lifesaving consequences.
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UNSUNG HEROES: OTTO GORSCH, MY MOTHER AND MANY OTHERS 
By Nina Hurwitz
Poland

Nina Hurwitz has the bravery of a righteous, high-ranking 
German officer to thank for her survival from the deathly 
perils of the Second World War. After Nina’s mother sold 
her most precious watch in exchange for false documents to 
change their names, she taught her daughter to read and write 
in Polish to help them blend in as much as possible. All the 
while, Nina and her mother discreetly held on to their Jewish 
heritage and traditions, as the courage of a most unlikely 
Upstander enabled their ultimate survival. 

OF LOVE AND DUTY: FELICITY GNIESLAW’S STORY OF RESCUE 
By Denise Sadique
Poland

Felicity Gnieslaw was the only child of a Jewish doctor and 
his wife in Lvov. When the ghetto was created Felicity’s parents 
entrusted her to a friend – a single Polish woman, Helena, 
who lived with her elderly mother. However, neighbours 
could have easily queried the appearance of this young child. 
Accordingly, she was kept alone in the dark, gloomy basement 
during daylight hours for more than two years. When life 
became even more threatening Helena took her across Poland 
to an orphanage in Krakow, promising to return when the 
war was over. She returned and gave Felicity all the care and 
attention she needed, as her parents had perished. Despite 
having relatives abroad, Felicity chose to remain in Poland with 
Helena until her death, coming to Australia in her early 20s.

RECITING POETRY IN AUSCHWITZ
By Marianne Schwarz
Austria

Viennese Marianne Schwarz was twenty when she and 
her family were deported to Theresienstadt concentration 
camp in Czechoslovakia in September 1942. There she 
worked unremittingly as a nurse, in a tiny attic without beds 
or medicine for her patients. When she and her family were 
deported to Auschwitz and all hope of survival appeared lost, 
Marianne’s self-belief persisted throughout, maintaining her 
identity and dignity through friendship and a love of poetry.
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A MIRACULOUS ACT OF KINDNESS – AUSTRALIA 1938 
By Walter Glaser
Austria

Walter was the only child of a Viennese couple. His father 
was a keen angler and the only Jewish member of the Austrian 
Fishing Club. After the Anschlüss a fellow member, who in fact 
was a Nazi, warned him that his name was listed for arrest. He 
recalled a distant relative, Uncle Borer, whom he believed had 
migrated to Australia and wrote to a number of people with 
that name for help. One such letter was received by the owner 
of the Borer and White Ant Extermination Company. By this 
coincidence their plight came to the attention of a young M.P., 
Harold Holt, whose intervention saved the lives of this family. 

THE QUAKERS, HER LADYSHIP AND THE PROFESSOR 
By Sue Goldzweig
Austria

Born in 1929, Sue Goldzweig enjoyed a happy childhood 
until Vienna was invaded by the Nazis. Aged nine and alone, 
she bravely navigated a train journey to the Hague, followed by 
a ferry to Dover. Sue then went to elderly relatives in London 
but was lonely and homesick. As a result of her own initiative, 
she was moved to a Quaker family and subsequently came 
to the attention of a titled lady who, fascinated by this lively 
migrant child, assumed her care. After the war the question 
arose of her being adopted but Sue chose to return to her 
Jewish family.

FROM AUSTRIA TO AUSTRALIA 
By George Deutsch
France

George’s family lived in Vienna and led a secular Jewish 
life but the Nazis did not discriminate by levels of religious 
observance. After the Nazi annexation of Austria in 1938, his 
parents were able to go to France. George was born in 1942 
and the family was hidden under the very noses of the Nazis. 
Their story of survival involves a failed attempt in winter to 
cross into Switzerland and sheltering with a generous family in 
a mountain village. Their lives were thus saved by a number of 
French Upstanders.
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THREE CHILDREN AND A FARM CLOSE TO LE MANS
By Regina Lipshut
France

In 1942, after Germany had invaded France, Regina Lipshut’s 
father was sent to Auschwitz where tragically he died a short 
time later. Regina’s mother made the heart-breaking decision 
to give up her three children so that they could survive. She 
too became a victim of the gas chambers less than a year after 
her husband had died. Regina, aged 12 months, and her older 
siblings were protected and cared for by a French farmer and 
his family with three children of their own. Regina remembers 
this time as one where she was well cared for and happy.

THE GOOD PEOPLE OF MALFAITE 
By Sonia Kempler
France

In 1940, Sonia Kempler’s father put his children on a train 
to La Panne, Belgium, where he had planned to meet them 
that same afternoon. What followed is an incredible story of 
the immense bravery and courage shown by Sonia, aged nine, 
and her younger brother Max. The train was diverted because 
of bombing and chugged along without stopping for days and 
nights. The two children finally ended up in the south of France 
where, with the help of some locals, Sonia managed to care 
for her brother and herself. Nine months later a schoolmaster 
recognised that they were alone, without parents. Given 
options to stay, Sonia chose to re-join her parents in Belgium. 
The reunion with their parents was spectacular, as by then 
they could no longer believe that their children were alive. 
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MY BRAVE SISTER EDIT
By Vera Klein
Czechoslovakia

Vera was born in Czechoslovakia, the second daughter 
in the Klein family. After the 1938 Nuremberg Laws were 
declared, her father’s business ceased to exist overnight. 
In April 1940, Vera was deported with her family to 
Auschwitz where her father and brother were gassed. 
Vera’s mother and sisters considered themselves fortunate 
to end up in slave labour camps for the remainder of the 
war. They survived arduous and dangerous times but 
support for each other helped them through until the end 
of the war. 

A ROAD NOT TAKEN
By Mary Berger, Sandra Morgan and Dia Wolfe
Czechoslovakia

Born in 1916, Anna Novotna grew up in a Catholic family 
of landed gentry. In 1935 Anna married Alojs Faybik and 
had three daughters. The Faybiks were best friends with 
their Jewish neighbours, Alex and Roza Haas, who owned 
a children’s clothing factory. When Jewish businesses were 
confiscated by the Nazis the family asked the Faybiks to take 
over their business to maintain it for them. Fate turned their 
world upside down when Anna divorced Alojs. After the war, 
Anna converted to Judaism and married the widowed Alex 
Haas.

THE SHOES OF THE FOUNDLING 
By Mink Van Rijsdijk
Netherlands (Holland) 

It was 1942 in Amsterdam and the parents of Anne Van 
Deurse hid a Jewish couple from would-be Nazi captors. This 
story describes a series of events that, more than forty years 
later, miraculously led to the children of these two couples 
finding each other. The children managed to fill in many 
missing and intriguing gaps in their separate but intertwining 
lives and a warm friendship grew from that initial meeting. 
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MY FRIEND ZBYCHU
By Isi Charak
Ukraine 

The youngest of four children, Isi Charak was born into 
a strict orthodox Jewish family and mostly left to his own 
devices. When the Germans marched into his hometown of 
Sokal in 1942, harsh restrictions were imposed on the Jews. 
Starving, Isi dug up potatoes in a nearby field and was caught 
by the peasant owner, who compassionately gave him a full 
bag to take with him. Rare acts of kindness helped save his life 
until he escaped his home town and spent a year on the run. 
Read this thrilling story to see where Isi finally ended up.

AS WE DESCENDED TO BABI YAR 
By Elena Gorodetski
Ukraine 

Elena was the daughter of a Polish father and a Jewish 
mother. At the time of the German invasion of Kiev, her 
father was away working. In September 1941 all the Jews 
were ordered to assemble and walk to the nearby ravine, 
Babi Yar, with the threat of being shot if they failed to 
comply. As the family walked, a neighbour warned them 
that ‘machine guns were in action all night down there!’, 
so they slipped away and returned home. Naturally, danger 
still awaited them and their landlord created a hiding place 
under their house where they survived with his help until 
the war ended. More than 100,000 people, the majority 
Jewish, were massacred at Babi Yar.

THE STORY OF TWO ‘TEHERAN’ CHILDREN
By Ziva Leiblich
Ukraine 

Ziva Leiblich laments the loss of her beloved Tsiporah, who 
‘was my sister, my mum and best friend’. In 1939, when Ziva 
was only two years old, her family fled to Russia to escape the 
German invasion. Two years later their widowed father, unable 
to feed them, arranged for Tsiporah and Ziva to join a large 
group of Polish soldiers and refugees who had been granted 
permission to travel through Russia and on to Persia where a 
refugee camp was established in Teheran. From there the two 
children, along with others, were sent to Palestine in 1943.
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IN OUR HOPE
By Moritz Mandelkern
Germany 

After suffering from polio at an early age, Moritz 
Mandelkern had to walk with two canes due to his 
paralysis. In 1922, Moritz married Henriette and had a 
son, Siegfried. When Siegfried was only 15 years old, he 
was handcuffed and taken away by the police. This story 
is about the deep love shared by two parents for their lost 
son, but it is also about the parents’ own survival as they 
strive and struggle to escape the wrath of the Nazis. 

WHEREVER YOU ARE, ABID
By Josh Greenfield
Palestine 

Josh was the eldest of three brothers and three sisters 
living in Tzfat, Palestine, in the early 1930s. A friend of Josh’s 
father was a tax collector named Abid who happened to be an 
Arab. On many occasions, Abid warned Josh and his family of 
pending attacks by Arabs and, when Arab riots flared in Tzfat in 
1936, Abid was confronted with the dilemma of staying true to 
his Jewish friend or his radical Arab brethren. An incredible tale 
of loyalty and tough personal choices facing one young man. 



These are edited excerpts from Courage to Care Vol 1: 28 Remarkable 
Stories Of Rescue During World War II and Courage to Care Vol 2: 22 
Further Remarkable Stories Of Rescue During World War II.  
Reprinted with permission. 

To read the stories in full, you can find details of the two Courage to Care  
anthologies on the Courage to Care website  
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